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TC: THE NONORAPLE CHFSTER ATKINS
o - ROUST OF REPRWSENTATIVES
L= WASIINGTON, D.C. 2¢515

® ir: YOUR LETIER DATED DRC. 145 RECEIVED JAN. 15
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DTAR MR. ATKINS:

- I AM RESPONDING TO THF DEC. 14 LFTTER FROM 91
MEMRERS OF CONGRRSS, INCLUDING YOURSELF, 10 PRESIDENT
NUARTK EXFRESSING CONCERN ABROUT ALLEGATIONS OF
HARASSMENT OF SALVADORAN REFUGRES WHO RLCENTLY
RRTURNED FROM THE MESA GRANDE REFUGEE CAMPS INSIDE
HONDURAS. CONGR®SSWOMAN BARBARA ROXER WAS KIND
FNQUGE TO PROVIDE ME WITH A COPY OF THE LETTFR IN
JANUARY.
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AS YOU ARF AWAR®, OVFR 43¢0 REFUGEES REPATRIATED
UNCLASSIFIED

E 3
=
>r
m

UNCLASSIFIED

A
. s~
® =
S B

PAGE 92 . SAN SA 01929 90 OF 92. 1209561

i s

CCT:. 1¢@-11, 1¢87 TO EL SALVADOR FROM MESA GRANDE,

THIS REPATRIATION, THE LARGE®Z A7 A5 SIND TO DATE -IN
CENTRAL AMERICA, WAS CARRIFD’ LSeJ.’quUn INCIDENT BY
 THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSI%W%ﬁ? vl UGEES
(UNFCR) IN AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERNMEW 1S OF HONDURAS
AND EL SALVADOR. PRESIDENT DUARTE HAS ALWAYS

" RECOGNIZED THE RIGHT OF EXPATRIATE SALVADORANS TO
RFTURN TO THETR COUNTRY ON A VOLUNTARY, OPDERLY AND
INDIVIDUAL BASIS. THE SALVADORAN GOVERNMENT WELCOMED
TUE RETURN OF ALL REFUGEES WHO WISHED TO RETURN IN
OCTOBER 1987 AND AGREED TO ALLOW THEM TO RESETTLE IN
THEIR PLACES OF ORIGIN. THE REFUGEES WHO RETURNED IN
OCTOBER 1987 CHOSE TO RRTURN TO FOUR DESTINATIONS:
GUARJILA/GUARJILITA, CHALATENANGO DEPT., LAS VUELTAS,
CHALATENANGO D%PT., COPAPAYO, CUSCATLAN DEPT. AND
SANTA MARTA, CABANAS DEPT. ALL FOUR OF THESE
LOCATIONS ARE SITUATED IN WHAT ARE STILL VERY
CONFLICTIVE AREAS IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY.
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= YOUR LETTER ALLEGES THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS
PREVENTING INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN AID
: ORGANIZATIONS FROM DELIVERING FOOD AND SUPPLIES TO
. THE REPATRIATID COMMUNITIES. I DO NOT KNOW THE
SOURCE OF YOUE INFORMATION, BUT THE EMBASSY IS
UNAWARE OF ANY SUCH ATTEMPTS. - THE CATHOLIC
ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN SALVADOR HAS CONFIRMED THAT NOT A
SINGLE SHIPMENT OF ITS HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE FOUR
COMMUNITI}¥S RAS BERN PREVENTED FROM REACHING ITS
FINAL DESTINATION BY THF GCVERNMENT OR ARMED FORCES .
THERE HAVF BEEN TEMPORARY DELAYS IN THE ARCURNIOCESE’S
~ DFLIVERY OF GOODS BECAUSE OF ONGOING MILIFAWY . . . .
OPERATIONS. IN ALL CASES, PERSONS WISHING TO TRAVEL ; y
~TO CONFLICTIVE ZONES MUST HAVE PERMISSION FROM THE @
UNCLASSIFIED TR
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ARMED FORCES HIGT COMMAND TO PROGEED. THE HIGH
© COMMAND’S SAFF CONDUCT PASS IS SURJECT TO THE
DISCRETION OF THE LOCAL MILITARY COMMANDER ON THF
SCENE. 1IN PRACTICE, THIS HEANS THAT SOME OF TEF
@ RCHDIOCFSE’S TRUCKS CARRYING AID TO COMMUNITIFS IN
®RPECIALLY GONFLICTIVE AREAS, LIKE GUARJILA AND TAS
WYY yiwLTAS, WAVE REFN HALTFD PENDING TEE CONCLUSICN OF
@ ONGOING MILTTARY OPERATIONS IN SOME CASES FOR SEVERAL
"~ HOURS AND OTH®RS FOR SEVERAL DAYS.

= OUR LRETIWR ALLEGRS THAT A HEAVY MILITARY
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ARMED FORCES HIGH COMMAND TO PROGCEED. THE HIGH

© COMMAND’S SAFE CONDUCT PASS IS SUBJECT TO THEL
DISCRETION OF THE LOCAL MILITART COMMANDER ON TEE
SCENE. 1IN PRACTICE, THIS HEANS THAT SOME OF TEE

@ 7RCHDIOCRSE S TRUCXS CARRYING AID TO COMMUNITIFS IN

UQHH“RPECIALLY CONFLICTIVE AREAS, LIKE GUARJLLA AND LAS
VUFLTAS, NAVE REFEN HALTFD PENDING THE CONCLUSICN OF
ONGOING MILTTARY OPERATIONS IN SOME CASES FOR SEVERAL
HOURS AND OTH®RS FOR SEVERAL DAYS.
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- YOUR LETIER ALLEGRS THAT A HEAVY MILITARY T
PRESENCE IN THESE COMMUNITIRS HAS RESULTED 1IN .
‘@ INCIDENTS OF MINING, BOMBING AND INDISCRIMINATE ]
© STRAFING WITH MACHINE GUNS. NO EVIDENCF OF ANY :
MINING, MOMBIMG OR MACHINE GUNNING RY THE SALVADORAN oo
© :"MED FORCES IN ANY OF THE FOUR COMMUNITIES SINCE @
yuyy OCTOBER 1887 1AS BEEN BROUGLYT . FORTH BY TUTELA TRGAL, ;
AN TR ARCEDTOCESAN HUMAN RIGHTS OFFICE, OR ANY OTHFR
@ CREDIRLE SOURCE IN RL SALYADOR. IN FACT, THRRE HAS ]
BPEN ONLY ONE CASUALTY AMONG THE REPATRIATES WHO HAVE
ARRIVED SINCE OCTOBRR 19P7: 22 YEAR-OLD NORBERTO
'@ VFLASQUEZ RIVAS WHO WAS MURDERED IN HIS BOME IN SANTA -
-~ MARTA TH® NIGHT OF JAN. 11. AUXILIARY RISHOP T
CREGORIO ROSA CHAVEZ, IN HIS JAN, 17 HOMILY, -
@ ATTRIBUTED THE KILLING TO THE GUERRILLAS.
o

= YOU ARE CORRECT IN IDENTIFYING THE DOCUMENTATION
OF THE REPATRIATFS AS A MAJOR PROBLEM AREA. THE
uH”W\JORITY OF ADULT REFUGEES RETURNING FROM MESA GRANDE
POSSESSED NO OLD IDENTITY DOCUMENTS. CHILDREN, WHO
MADE UP THF BULK OF THE RETURNEES, FITHRR HAD NRVER
RREN DOCUMENTED BEFORE LEAVING FL SALVADOR OR WERE
BORN UNDOCUMENTED INSIDE MESA GRANDE. THE PROBLEM IS
. COMPOUNDED BY THF GUERRILLAS “DESTRUCTION OF MUNICIPAL
ARCHIVES IN TWO TOWNS AND FEAR BY SEVERAL MAYORS IN
UNCLASSIFIED ‘ ,
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CFYILE TO KETURN AND WORK TN THEIR COMMUNITIES (MAYORS !.
B _HAVF REEN TARGRIRD TOR KIDNAPPING RY L ST RIS R o
GURRRILLAS). GOVERNMRENT TEAMS HAVE BEEN WORKING - ]
SINCE NOVEMBER TO DOCUMENT THR RETURNRES, RUT T0 DATE
HOHLY ABGUT TEY PERCFNT HAVE RECRIVED PRRMANENT
IMENTITY CARDS. TINCIDENTALLY, NONFT OF THE RETURNEES
WwOULT BF ELIGIBLE T0 VOTE ANYWAY SINCE THE CUTOFF
APPLICATTON DATE FOR VOTER IDENTIFICATION CARDS "WAS

IN SEPTEMB%R.

- PLFASE BE ASSURED THAT I SHARE YOUR CONCERNS
- AROUT THE RIGHT OF THE REPATRIATES TC LIVE IN PEACE
FREE FROM HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS COMMITTED BY THE
ARMED FORCES OR THE GUERRILLAS AND THE NEED FOR
TIMELY DOCUMENTATION OF ALL RETURNRES. I WILL
CONTINUR TO ENCOURAGE PRESIDENT DUARTE AND OTHER -
SALVADORAN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY OFFICIALS TO WORK
TOWARD THESE ENDS. IF THERE IS ANY OTHER WAY IN
YHICH I CAN BE OF SERVICRE 70 YOU OR YOUR
CONSTITURNTS, PLEASE DO NOT HBESITATE TO CONTACT ME
. AGAIN. :
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SINCERELY,

EDWIN G. CORR
AMBASSADOR
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